
London’s iconic power station rises from  the ashes 
with Tvitec glass  as part of its new, friendlier, 
and more people-focused design
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From ashes to 
glass at Battersea

Almost a century after being built, and after 
more than a decade of relentless work, the light 
shines once more both from and into the iconic 
Battersea Power Station. Since its reopening in 
November, the coal-fired power station that was 
once the cover photo for Pink Floyd’s Animals 
album has become one of London’s hippest spots. 
After an investment of almost £9bn, it offers 
everything from commercial and leisure spaces to 
offices for large companies and high-end housing.

Tvitec supplied more than 3000 square metres 
of double-glazed and laminated units to the 
Italian firm Focchi for the successful realization 
of the project designed by British architectural 
practice WilkinsonEyre, which was part of the 254 
properties of the second phase of the refurbishment.    

The properties are subdivided into Switch House 
East, Switch House West and Boiler House Square, 

depending on their location, and offer privileged 
views over London and the Thames. Guardian’s extra 
clear glazing is maintaining the project’s criteria of 
maximum sustainability and energy efficiency, while 
many of the units also feature the completely unique 
digital screen printing Tvitec provided for Focchi.
The art-deco building, with its four white 
chimneys, had been closed since 1983. With no 
signs of life. Now, it’s populated not only by its new 
residents, but also by the customers of more than 
a hundred shops, cinemas and restaurants, as well 
as employees from the new Apple offices. One 
of the chimneys has even become an incredible 
circular glass lift that takes you 109 metres up 
to a top that offers unrivalled panoramic views.

Focchi’s work, meanwhile, has helped to ensure the 
building retains both the industrial feel of its immense 
brick walls and the history of a turbine hall that lit up 
20 per cent of London, including Buckingham Palace.

Architects: WilkinsonEyre
Façade designer: Focchi Spa
Construction: Mace
Type of Glass: Tvitec double glazing; laminated 
and with perimeter digital screen printing
Surface area: 3,100 sqm
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Battersea Phase II is a 
project that will always 

hold a place in the memories 
of those of us who were lucky 
enough to be involved in the 
manufacturing process. Given 
its uniqueness and due to its 
high production complexity, 
the work posed a challenge 
from start to finish, forcing us 
to look for more innovative 
manufacturing methods and 
take care of every last detail 
required to provide a product 
of the highest quality that 
would end up covering one of 
the most emblematic buildings 
in London. With a meticulous 
design, the composition 
consisted of perimeter 
screen printing applied using 
the latest digital printing 
technology to give the pieces 
the best possible aesthetic 
finish as well as laminated 
details, which made them 
one of the most unique pieces 
to have passed through our 
production line in recent years.
Now that we’re lucky enough 
to appreciate the magnificent 
result of Focchi’s workmans-
hip, we can be proud of the 
incredible work done and start 
dreaming of the next piece 
that will leave its mark on our 
hearts.”
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